317. LETTER TO G. K. GOKHALE

PHCENDC,

NATAL,

May 6, 1914

BEAR MR. GOKHALE,

I have your cable, your own most affectionate letter and
Dr. Mehta's letter. How I would like to be by your side during
your illness although I may be utterly helpless for any useful ser-
vice ! Your cable is for my comfort and convenience. But Mrs. Gan-
dhi is now much better. If her progress continues, in a month's
time she should regain most of her former health. In that case
and in any case I could come to London taking her with me.
And after consultation with you, we may both proceed to India di-
rectly and the rest of the party may leave here after we have
left. This will enable me to reach India without any great loss
of time. At the outside it can be only three weeks. Please there-
fore cable if I may still come. In view of your own and
Dr. Mehta's letter I should much like to come. It would be a dis-
appointment to me, if you do not let me come. Unless, therefore,
you are leaving for India to reach there before me, I do hope
that your cable will authorise my coming to you.

The draft bill1 is not yet out. It may, therefore, take quite
to the end of June before I am free to move. And it is just likely
that a final settlement may not be reached at all. In that event
the struggle must recommence and I dare not go to India. I am
folly prepared for either event.

/ m,
Tours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI
From a photostat of the original in Gandhiji's hand: G.Nf 3776

1 The reference is to he Indians5 Relief Bill